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TURKEY -  Turkey is a democratic, secular, unitary, constitutional republic with a diverse cultural herit-
age and a population of over 77 million people.  The Turkish language is spoken by 85 percent of the 
population with the remainder speaking various languages of the region. The vast majority of the popu-
lation is Muslim.  Turkey’s growing economy and diplomatic initiatives have led to it being recognized 
as a regional power.  Turkey joined the International Association of Lions Clubs in 1963 with the Istan-
bul in the capital city as the oldest club. 

Pin images provided by Lion Verle Malik through the year 2013. 

Updated 03/29/2026: Added the 2022-
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on page TU-4 
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