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The Democratic Republic of the Congo and formerly and also colloquially Zaire. DRC is located in central sub-Saharan
Africa, bordered to the northwest by the Republic of the Congo, to the north by the Central African Republic, to the north-
east by South Sudan, to the east by Uganda, Rwanda and Burundi, and by Tanzania (across Lake Tanganyika), to the
south and southeast by Zambia, to the southwest by Angola, and to the west by the South Atlantic Ocean and the Cabinda
Province exclave of Angola. It straddles the Equator, with one-third to the north and two-thirds to the south. With an area of
2,345,408 square kilometers (905,567 sq. mi), it is the second-largest country in Africa by area, after Algeria. As a result of
its equatorial location, the DRC experiences high precipitation and has the highest frequency of thunderstorms in the
world. The annual rainfall can total upwards of 2,000 millimeters (80 in) in some places, and the area sustains the Congo
rainforest, Ituri Rainforest. The second-largest rain forest in the world after the Amazon rainforest. This massive expanse of
lush jungle covers most of the vast, low-lying central basin of the river, which slopes toward the Atlantic Ocean in the west.
This area is surrounded by plateaus merging into savannas in the south and southwest, by mountainous terraces in the
west, and dense grasslands extending beyond the Congo River in the north. The glaciated Rwenzori Mountains are found
in the extreme eastern region. The tropical climate produced the Congo River system which dominates the region topo-
graphically along with the rainforest it flows through. The Congo Basin occupies nearly the entire country and an area of
nearly 1,000,000 km? (390,000 sq. mi). The river and its tributaries form the backbone of Congolese economics and trans-
portation. Major tributaries include the Kasai, Sangha, Ubangi, Ruzizi, Aruwimi, and Lulonga.

The Congo River has the second-largest flow and the second-largest watershed of any river in the world (trailing

the Amazon in both respects). The sources of the Congo River are in the Albertine Rift Mountains that flank the western
branch of the East African Rift, as well as Lake Tanganyika and Lake Mweru. The river flows generally west from Kisangani
just below Boyoma Falls, then gradually bends southwest, passing by Mbandaka, joining with the Ubangi River, and run-
ning into the Pool Malebo (Stanley Pool). Kinshasa and Brazzaville are on opposite sides of the river at the Pool. Then the
river narrows and falls through a number of cataracts in deep canyons, collectively known as the Livingstone Falls, and
runs past Boma into the Atlantic Ocean. The river and a 37 kilometers (23 mi) wide strip of coastline on its north bank pro-
vide the country's only outlet to the Atlantic.

The Albertine Rift plays a key role in shaping the Congo's geography. Not only is the northeastern section of the country
much more mountainous, but tectonic movement results in volcanic activity, occasionally with loss of life. The geologic ac-
tivity in this area also created the African Great Lakes, four of which lie on the Congo's eastern frontier: Lake Albert, Lake
Kivu, Lake Edward, and Lake Tanganyika.

The rift valley has exposed an enormous amount of mineral wealth throughout the south and east of the Congo, making it
accessible to mining. Cobalt, copper, cadmium, industrial and gem-quality diamonds, gold, sil-

ver, zinc, manganese, tin, germanium, uranium, radium, bauxite, iron ore, and coal are all found in plentiful supply, espe-
cially in the Congo's southeastern Katanga region.
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Rwanda, officially the Republic of Rwanda, is a landlocked country in the Great Rift Valley of Central Africa, where
the African Great Lakes region and Southeast Africa converge. Located a few degrees south of the Equator, Rwanda is
bordered by Uganda, Tanzania, Burundi, and the Democratic Republic of the Congo. It is highly elevated, giving it

the soubriquet "land of a thousand hills", with its geography dominated by mountains in the west and savanna to the
southeast, with numerous lakes throughout the country. The climate is temperate to subtropical, W|th two rainy seasons
and two dry seasons each year. Rwanda has a population of over 12.6 million living on 26,338 km? (10, 169 sq. mi) of
land, and is the most densely populated mainland African country; among countries larger than 10,000 km?, it is the fifth
most densely populated country in the world. One million people live in the capital and largest city Kigali. The population
is young and predominantly rural; Rwanda has one of the youngest populations in the world, with the average age being
19 years.

At 26,338 square kilometers (10,169 sq. mi), Rwanda is the world's 149th-largest country, and the fourth smallest on the
African mainland after Gambia, Eswatini, and Djiboulti. It is comparable in size to Burundi, Haiti and Albania. The entire
country is at a high altitude: the lowest point is the Rusizi River at 950 meters (3,117 ft.) above sea level. Rwanda is lo-
cated in Central/Eastern Africa, and is bordered by the Democratic Republic of the Congo to the west, Uganda to the
north, Tanzania to the east, and Burundi to the south. It lies a few degrees south of the equator and is landlocked. The
capital, Kigali, is located near the center of Rwanda.

The watershed between the major Congo and Nile drainage basins runs from north to south through Rwanda, with
around 80% of the country's area draining into the Nile and 20% into the Congo via the Rusizi River and Lake Tanganyi-
ka. The country's longest river is the Nyabarongo, which rises in the south-west, flows north, east, and southeast before
merging with the Ruvubu to form the Kagera; the Kagera then flows due north along the eastern border with Tanzania.
The Nyabarongo-Kagera eventually drains into Lake Victoria, and its source in Nyungwe Forest is a contender for the as
-yet undetermined overall source of the Nile. Rwanda has many lakes, the largest being Lake Kivu. This lake occupies
the floor of the Albertine Rift along most of the length of Rwanda's western border, and with a maximum depth of 480
meters (1,575 ft.),"" it is one of the twenty deepest lakes in the world.""®? Other sizeable lakes in-

clude Burera, Ruhondo, Muhazi, Rweru, and Ihema, the last being the largest of a string of lakes in the eastern plains
of Akagera National Park. Mountains dominate central and western Rwanda and the country is sometimes called "Pays
des mille collines" in French ("Land of a thousand hills"). They are part of the Albertine Rift Mountains that flank the Al-
bertine branch of the East African Rift, which runs from north to south along Rwanda's western border. The highest
peaks are found in the Virunga volcano chain in the northwest; this includes Mount Karisimbi, Rwanda's highest point, at
4,507 meters (14,787 ft.). This western section of the country lies within the Albertine Rift montane forests ecoregion. It
has an elevation of 1,500 to 2,500 meters (4,921 to 8,202 ft.). The center of the country is predominantly rolling hills,
while the eastern border region consists of savanna, plains and swamps.
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Burundi, officially the Republic of Burundi is a landlocked country in the Great Rift Valley where the African Great
Lakes region and East Africa converge. It is bordered by Rwanda to the north, Tanzania to the east and southeast, and
the Democratic Republic of the Congo to the west; Lake Tanganyika lies along its southwestern border. The capital cities
are Gitega and Bujumbura, the latter of which is the country's largest city.

The Twa, Hutu and Tutsi peoples have lived in Burundi for at least 500 years. For more than 200 of those years, Burundi
was an independent kingdom, until the beginning of the 20th century, when Germany ruled the region. After the First
World War and Germany's defeat, the League of Nations "mandated" the territory to Belgium. After the Second World
War, this transformed into a United Nations Trust Territory. Both Germans and Belgians ruled Burundi and Rwanda as a
European colony known as Ruanda-Urundi. Burundi and Rwanda had never been under common rule until the time of
European invasion of Africa. Burundi gained independence in 1962 and initially had a monarchy, but a series of assassi-
nations, coups and a general climate of regional instability culminated in the establishment of a republic and a one-party
state in 1966. The sovereign state of Burundi's political system is that of a presidential representative democratic republic
based upon a multi-party state. The president of Burundi is the head of state and head of government. There are current-
ly 21 reqistered parties in Burundi. On 13 March 1992, Tutsi coup leader Pierre Buyoya established a constitution, which
provided for a multi-party political process and reflected multi-party competition. Six years later, on 6 June 1998, the con-
stitution was changed, broadening the National Assembly's seats and making provisions for two vice-presidents. Because
of the Arusha Accord, Burundi enacted a transitional government in 2000.

Burundi remains primarily a rural society, with just 13.4% of the population living in urban areas in 2019.The population
density of around 315 people per square kilometer (753 per sq. mi) is the second highest in Sub-Saharan Africa. Roughly
85% of the population are of Hutu ethnic origin, 15% are Tutsi, and less than 1% are indigenous Twa. The official lan-
guages of Burundi are Kirundi, French, and English, Kirundi being recognized officially as the sole national language.

One of the smallest countries in Africa, Burundi's land is used mostly for subsistence agriculture and grazing, which has
led to deforestation, soil erosion and habitat loss. As of 2005, the country was almost completely deforested, with less
than 6% of its land covered by trees and over half of that being commercial plantations.
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