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Norway, officially the Kingdom of Norway, is a sovereign and unitary monarchy whose territory
comprises the western portion of the Scandinavian Peninsula plus Jan Mayen and the Arctic ar-
chipelago of Svalbard. The country shares a long eastern border with Sweden and is bordered by
Finland and Russia to the north-east, and the Skagerrak Strait to the south, with Denmark on the
other side. Norway has an extensive coastline, facing the North Atlantic Ocean and the Barents
Sea. It covers 148,747 square miles and has a population of 5, 109,056. King Harald V of the
House of Schleswig-Holstein-Sonderburg-Gliicksburg is the current monarch of Norway. A consti-
tutional monarchy since 1814, state power is divided between the Parliament, the King and his
Council, and the Supreme Court. Between 1661 and 1814, Norway was an absolute monarchy,
and before 1661, the King shared power with the Norwegian nobility. Traditionally established in
872 and originating in one of the petty kingdoms, Norway is one of the oldest still existing king-
doms in Europe and world-wide. The Kingdom has existed continuously for over 1,100 years, and
the list of Norwegian monarchs includes over sixty kings and earls. Norway joined the Interna-
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